
calibre of a rectal bougie, was passed ; sometimes, instead of being
flat, it was rolled into the form of a cord ; it was often streaked with
blood ; it was very friable, and, under the microscope, bad the appear-
ance rather of commencing fibrous structure, than of fully formed
lymph.  

'flu1 patient continued pretty easy, except when the attacks of par-
oxysmal pain came on, and of these he usually got relief by opium
and carminatives. Three attempts to move the bowels by cathartics
were made, twice by Dr. W. and once by the advice of his friends,
but were followed each time by increase of pain and distension, and

.by urgent vomiting. Dr. John Ware saw him, as also Dr. Sinclair
and Dr. Hodges. At the suggestion of the latter, ho took chlo-
rate of potash, but without any appreciable effect. A distinct tumor,
running from the right iliac region rather beyond the median line, be-
came apparent about the middle of March, and was supposed to be
due to fœoal accumulation.

March 19th, after an enema, be passed several lumps of heces
about tin' si/.o of walnuts, and from that time there was almost daily
evacuation of faecal matter, never in very large quantity and not ex-

cessively hard. He failed constantly, became extremely emaciated
and sallow, though the appetite continued good, and the pulse was
not increased in frequency, and died April 2d. No examination was

allowed.

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON, MAY 19, 1859.

THE QUARANTINE CONVENTION.
We have received a copy of the " Report of the Committee on the

Internal Hygiene of Cities," presented to the Quarantine Convention
at its late meeting in New York. It consists of 190 closely printed
octavo pages, and is divided into the subjects of Disinfectants, Sew-
erage, the Importance and Economy of Sanitary Measures to Cities,
and a draft of a Sanitary Code for Cities. Unfortunately, the impor-
tant subject of the registration of births, marriages and deaths is not
contained in the report, as we bail hoped it would be, the pressing en-

gagements of Dr. Snow, of Providence, who was to have prepared
that portion, having prevented him from doing so. Wo hope the omis-
sion will be made good next year. The subject of vaccination and re-

vaccination, with a view to the enactment of laws for the enforcement
of this preventive of variola, was also to have made part of this re-

port, but nothing has been beard of Dr. Arnold, to whom it was re-
ferred. Public attention, however, is more awake to the importance
of the latter than of the former. It is remarkable that there should
have beeu but these two deficiencies in a report embracing so many
details.

Tho Report upon Disinfectants, by Dr. AV. C. Van lubber, occupies
thirty-seven pages. It is based upon a letter from Dr. Cambell Mor-
lit, an article by Dr. Sheridan Muspratt, on " Disinfectants," and a

very elaborate article on the comparative value of certain methods of
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disinfection, by MM. Tardieu and Cazalis. The latter paper has
already been made the subject of comment in this Journal (see Vol.
LV1IL, No. 22). The subject is one which is, as yet, but imperfectly
understood, and hence the results arrived at by Dr. Van Bibber are

vague, the chief conclusions being that there is no proof that deodor-
izing agents are likewise disinfectants proper ; that the prevention of
crowding, ventilation and cleanliness combined are as certain a pre-
ventive (disinfectant) of typhus fever, and perhaps of cholera, as
vaccination is of smallpox ; and that there is no known disinfectant
for yellow fever. We do not see why ventilation, purification and
separation are not as good preventives, and, consequently, as gooddisinfectants, for yellow,fover as for typhus, if the two terms are to
be considered synonymous. The fact is, however, they are not equiva-
lent ; the one prevents disease, the other ought to have the effect of
destroying the materies morbi itself. Hence we are forced to the con-
clusion that no disinfecting agent, proper, has hitherto been disco-
vered for any disease.

The Report upon Sewerage, by Dr. Griscom, President of the Con-
vention, is a short but convincing argument upon the necessity for
complete drainage to the health, prosperity and very existence of a
crowded metropolis.

Dr. Bull's Report on the Importance and Economy of Sanitary Moa-
sures to Cities, is the longest in the volume. It is a most elaborate
paper, comprising the subjects of sewerage, ventilation, light, water,
intemperance, preventable diseases, sanitary improvements, pulmonary
and cutaneous purification, public wash-houses, and interments. The
most efficient remedies for the evils of sanitary neglect are pointed
out, and the consequences of the unfavorable sanitary conditions
which prevail in crowded communities are forcibly enunciated. We
commend this paper to the serious consideration of our readers.

The most valuable paper in the Report is the Draft of a Sanitary
Code for Cities, by Dr. II. G. Clark, of Boston. This consists of
drafts of an Act for promoting Public Health, and of an ordinance for
promoting the health of towns. The first relates to the appointment
of a Hoard of Health, clothed with the proper authority for carrying
out all measures required by the public health ; the second contains
the details, for the use of cities and towns, for organizing a sanitary
police. The fidelity with.which Dr. Clark has executed his task can

only be appreciated by an examination of the Codo. It will not be
found wanting in the minutest detail, and the Convention showed their
appreciation of it by adopting it unanimously, with only a few trivial
alterations, and by unanimously passing tho following resolution, of
fered by Dr. Griscom, of New York :

Resolved, That tho thanks of this Convention are especially due, and are here-
by tendered to Dr. Henry G. Clark, of Boston, for the able report, prepared by
him, of a Code of State and Municipal Sanitary Law, believing that the sumo, if
generally adopted in the United States, would tend greatly to the improvement
and preservation of the health of the people.

It is hardly possible to give an abstract of Dr. Clark's Code. We
will only say that the legislature is to establish a general Board of
Health for the State, while the cities and towns aro empowered to ap-
point local Boards, who are to have the immediate control of all mat-
tors relating to sanitary police, including a sanitary survey, sewerage,cleansing, slaughter houses, markets, dram shops, lodging houses,
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cellars, new streets and houses, water, ventilation, pleasure grounds,
epidemic ami contagious diseases, vaccination, interments, and other
matters. The Code will doubtless be adopted in all our States which
have not already made provision by law for sanitary police.On the whole, we think a Convention has randy met which has ac-

complished so much good as this one. Within the short space of four
days they have determined some most important questions, recom-
mended many wise reforms, and especially urged emphatically the
vast importance of the subject of public hygiene, its power of pre-
venting an incredible amount of disease, and of prolonging the lives and
promoting the happiness and welfare of the people.

There is still much work to be done by tin- Convention. Next year
will como up the subjects of food, street cleaning, drugs and poisons,
architecture with reference to hygiene, anil other topics.

Wo hope the report of Dr. Snow on Registration will be read at the
next meeting, He is well qualified to show its importance, and to
suggest the best means for carrying it into successful operation.

A VENEREAL, HOSPITAL IN NEW YORK.
Ax appeal to (he public has lately been made in Now York, in favor

of the establishment of a hospital for the treatment cd' venereal dis-
eases. We have seen a well written pamphlet, which has been circu-
lated in that city, containing a report by Dr. J. P. Bumstcad, in which
the necessity for such an establishment is set forth in forcible and con-

vincing language. There has always been a disposition on the part
of society to ignore these diseases, and the great evil, prostitution,
from whence they spring. To attempt to relieve the victims of error,
is supposed to countenance sin. The fact is, however, that prostitu-
tion is coeval with the human race, and syphilis has existed for centu-
ries, and there is no prospect that either will ever cease. To denymedical treatment to syphilitic patients on the ground that they aro

justly punished, and that such aid would only encourage the evil,
would be as absurd, as Dr. Bumatead remarks, as to refuse assistance
to the drunkard, or medical aid to a wounded burglar. Put there are
other grounds for the establishment of venereal hospitals. The num-
ber of paupers, now supported by society, who are incapacitated for
work, for want of proper treatment for syphilitic complaints, would
be materially lessened, and a very large class of patients, whose com-
plaints are aggravated, sometimes hopelessly so. by ignorant quacks,
who profit by the fastidiousness of the community on this subject,
would be speedily and radically cured. The large amount of business
transacted by these pretenders may be estimated by the enormous
sums they expend in loading the columns of our newspapers with
their tilthy advertisements.

While we hope that this effort for the establishment oï a venereal
hospital in New Fork will be successful, wo would suggest that then-
is great need of a similar institution here. Its beneficial effects would
be felt far beyond the circle of the immediate subjects of venereal
maladies, and would extend to thousands yet unborn.

KNOW-NOTHING1SM IN MEDICINE.
A PAMPHLET has been sent to us, purporting to be' a " Report of tho

Committee of the .Medical Society of the City and County of New
York, appointed to investigate the subject of a Secret Medical Asso-
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dation." The report maintains that a secret society (called the Kap-
pa Lambda) exists, in New York, consisting of more than twenty-five
members of the medical faculty, among whom we recognize several of
the most eminent physicians of that city ; and while its avowed ob-
jects are the promotion of good fellowship and the advancement of
medical science, its real purpose is to share the honors of the profes-
sion among its members. It appears that all the information concern-
ing the association possessed by the committee, has been obtained
from individuals professing to belong to it, who have betrayed their
trust by divulging its secrets. On coming to the end of tho Report,
we were surprised to find that it was almost unanimously approved
by the Society, consisting of 290 physicians. If we were to judge
from the tone and the general appearance of the pamphlet, the style
of printing, and the glaring faults of grammar with which it abounds,
we should judge it to be a fraud.

THE MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL BENEVOLENT SOCIETY.
Messus. Editors,—A great misapprehension appearing to prevail on

the part of many members of the Massachusetts Medical Benevolent
Society, as to times and dates, and periods for which an annual assess-
ment is available, 1 beg to make the following explanation ;—1858 is
not 1859; still less, if possible, is 1857, 1859; also, as may be deduc-
ed from this, 1857 is not 1858 : ergo (those propositions being allow-
ed), an assessment for 1858 does not serve for 1859 ; still less, does
one for 1857 serve for 1859 ; and less still yet, if possible, does this
latter serve for both 1858 and 1859, as some have supposed. In con-
clusion, 1 would ask those gentlemen who have been called on, but
who, under this misapprehension, thought they had paid their assess-
ments, to send me the amount, at as early a period as possible, that
it may be properly invested, and yield a return to the Society.

Respectfully, Wm. Ed. Coale, Treasurer.

Suffolk District Medical Society.—At the Annual Meeting of the Suf-
folk District Medical Society, held April 6th, the following officers
were elected :—President, A. A. Gould ; Vice President, C. G. Put-
nam ; Secretary, C. D. Hoinans ; Treasurer, Francis Minot ; Librari-
an, R. M. Hodges; Supervisors, M. S. Perry, A. B. Hall; Commis-
sioner on Trials, Silas Durkce. Councillors, J. Bigelow, G. Hayward,
J. Ware, J. Ilomans, J. Jeffries, W. Lewis, D. II. Storer, J. Flint,
C. G. Putnam, II. Dyer, A. A. Watson, A. A. Gould, E. Palmer, Jr.,
G. Bartlott, M. S. Perry, J. B. S. Jackson, C. II. Stodman, N. B.
Shurtleff, 0. Gordon, J. B. Forsyth (Chelsea), II. G. Clark, II. I
Bowditch, J. M. Warren, G. C. Shattuck, 0. E. Ware, P. M. Crane,
W. J. Dale, J. Ayer, S. Durkee, W. E. Coale, S. Cabot, II. J. Bige-
low, J. B. Alley. Censors, W. W. Morland, C. E. Ware, W. E.
Coale, F. Minot, II. W. Williams.

Ilampden District Medical Society.—The Nineteenth Annual Meet-
ing of this Society was held at Springfield, on Tuesday, May 3d. Dr.
Vaille reported a series of cases of Puerperal Convulsions, treated by
free depletion followed by the administration of opium. After an ex-
tended discussion on this subject, Dr. Ufford announced the death of
Dr. Gideon Kibbe, of Wilbraiiam, who died March 7th, at the age of
80 years. Ho was a " retired member" of the Society, but was ac-
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lively engaged in practice until his last sickness. The following reso-
lution was placed on the Records :

BesoIved, That the members of this Society offer their sympathies to the familyof the late Dr. Gideon Kibbe, and desire to expresa their sincere respect for his
memory, a respect earned by on unblemished professional career of more than
halt' a century.

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year : President,
Dr. Alfred Lambert, of Springfield ; Vice President, Dr. P. L. Stick-
ney ; Secretan/, Dr. Otis; Councillors, Drs. Chapman, Downes, Pierce,
Ufford.

Meeting of the Massachusetts Medical Society.—Tho Annual Meetingof the State Society will be held in this city, at the Lowell Institute,
next Wednesday. We hope there will be a large attendance, as busi-
ness of importance will come before the meeting. The question of
admission to tho Society will be discussed, and its conditions deter
mined, at this meeting. It is known to most of the Fellows that the
charter has been amended, Ivy the Legislature, in such a way that
graduates of the Harvard ami Berkshire Schools are no longer enti-
tled to membership on signing the By-laws. The amendment reads as
follows : "No person shall hereafter become a member of the Massa-
chusetts Medical Society except upon examination by the Censors of
said Society, and any person of good moral character, found to pos-
sess the qualifications prescribed by tho Pules and Regulations of said
Society, shall be admitted a Fellow of said Society." The first By-law will accordingly have to be altered, to conform to this amend-
ment.

A further alteration of the same By-law will be required, if the So-
ciety should vote to accept tho Report to the Councillors, requiringthree years' probation before a candidate can be admit led to full mem-

bership. We cannot see the necessity for this provision, and hopethe Councillors will weigh well so important a step before voting
upon it. Its object is doubtless to enable the Society to ascertain
the character of candidates, so that, if found guilty of practising ir-
regularly, they may be excluded. We doubt whether the plan would
work well. A man may easily disguise his character, and at the end
of the three years, after being admitted in full, may throw off his cloak,
and come out a botanic physician, or a natural bone-setter. The law
would have the effect of excluding manyvaluable men, who would refuse
to apply for membership if they were to be held so long in a state of
probation, without the privilege of voting or of being eligible to of-
fice. The candidates are to be examined by the Censors, and if de-
clared by them to be tit, they ought to be at once admitted to full
standing. If the admission by the Censors is to be reconsidered by
the Society, it will tend to absolve them from responsibility, and ren-
der them lax in the discharge of their duties.

There is every prospect of an agreeable meeting, and of a cordial
and social re-union at the dinner afterward. May the hall be well
filled,' and kindly feelings prevail, as is our wont, on this interest-
ing occasion.

_

.In intoxicated Surgeon.—A surgeon, who bad previously borne a
good character, was recently tried at the Purl.i Spring Assizes, in
England, for causing the death of a woman in labor, whom he ondea-
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vored to deliver by performing the operation of craniotomy on the
child. The woman died from hasmorrhago, apparently caused by a

perforation of the walls of the uterus by the crotchet, and the circum-
stances of the case seemed to show that the surgeon was intoxicated
at the time. He was convicted, and sentenced to one year's impri-
sonment !

Erysipclalous Sore Throat, or Diphtheria.—A correspondent in the
Lancet recommends the following as more efficacious in the treatment
of this disease than iodine, It is taken from the Omodei Annali:

" Very finely powdered sulphate of iron, four parts by weight, and pure glyce-
rine, thirty parts by measure. In summer, tho solution may be effected at the
ordinary temperature ; but in the winter, warmth is required. The mixture should
be applied externally and internally to the throat, upon a small sponge fixed to a

probe, and, when dry, it. may be cleaned off with a little tepid water." He also
recommends the following tonic : purified sulphate of iron, twelve grains ; dilute
sulphuric acid, one fluid drachm ; compound tincture of cardamoms, half an

ounce ; infusion of camomile, five ounces and a half. Mix. Dose, two table-
spoonfuls three times a day, for adults.

Pit. HarveyBond, a physician of over forty years practice in Philadelphia, and
widely known as one of the most successful American prosecutors of genealogical
history, died at his residence on the 4th inst. Dr. Pond was the author of a history
of Wutertown, and was a member of all the Historical Societies of this country,
lie was a native of Wutertown, Mass., and a graduate of Dartmouth College,
New Hampshire.

TlIE summer season is just beginning at Paris, und we notice that no less than
four professors are this year authorized to put substitutes in their respective
chairs. Tho favor has probably been granted on the plea of age and ill health.
Professorships are not liable to tho same limitation of age as posts in hospitals ;
tho latter, as is well known, must be given up at (it). The professors alluded to
are—Moreau (Midwifery), Dmueril (Medicine), Adelon (Forensic Medicine), Ros-
tan (Clinical Medicine at Hotel Dieu). The substitutes are Pujot, Becquerel,
Tardieu, Noël Queneau de Mussy.—Lancet.

Two mesmeric professors at Turin, who advertised to cure all diseases by mes-
merism, have been tried, convicted and imprisoned. One of them endeavored, in
court, to mesmerize his own counsel, but failed, amidst the laughter of the audi-
ence.—Med. and Surg. Reporter.

Health of the. City—The mortality for the week ending May 7th was unusually
large, there having been 27 more deaths than during the preceding one. The
increase was partly caused by the great mortality from pneumonia. The weather
during the w hole of that week was extremely warm, but it is evident that most of
the fatal cases must have commenced at an earlier date. During the past week
tho mortality fell to its former rate, and there were only 3 deaths from pneumo-
nia. There were 4 deaths from scarlet fever, and li from croup. One female of
03 died of old age. There were 17 deaths of subjects under 6 years of age, and
28 of those between the ages of 20 and (it). The number of deaths for the cor-
responding week of 1858 was G8, of which 17 were from consumption, 2 from
pneumonia, ,'i from croup, and none from scarlatina.

Communications Received.—A few Words about "Tonlos "—their use in Fevers, &c.—Amputation at
the Hip-Joint for a large Osteo-earoomatous 'ruiner of tho Femur.

Books muí Pamphlets ReoeivecU—-rive Essays, by JohnKcarsley Mitchell, M.l)., &c. Edited by S. Weir
Mitchell, M.l), (from the Publishers.)

Deaths in Boston for the week ending Saturday noon, Way 14th, 61, Male», 81—Females, so—
Accident, 3—apoplexy, 1—Inflammation of the bowels, 1—bronchitis, 1—congestion of the brain, 1—cancer
Of the breast, 1—consumption, 16—croup, II—-colic, 1—dropsy, 4—dropsy in the bead, 1—drowned, a—de-
bility, 1—infantile diseases, ¡1—erysipelas, I—scarlet fever, 4—typhoid fever, 1—disease ol' the heart, 8—in-
flammation Of the lungs, 8—congestion of the lungs, 1—marasmus, 1—neuralgia, 1—old age, 1—palsy, 1
—pleurisy, 2—suicide, 1—unknown, 2—whooping cough, 1.

Under 6 years, 17 —between 5 and 20years, 0—between 20 and 40 years, 14—between 40 and 60 years,
14—above 00 years, 10. Hum in the United Suites, 88—Ireland, IG—ether places, 8.
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